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From colleges to grade schools, more educators are using wireless

response devices that can tell instantly if students get what’s being taught

Remote controls click in the classroom
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By Jodi S. Cohen
Tribune staff reporter

After lecturing for 45 min-
utes about different ways to
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- clear trees from a forest, Col-
Bush's offense | lege of Lake County environ-
goes on defense mental biology instructor Cin-

dy Trombino decided it was
time to see if her students had
been listening.

So with a few clicks on her
keyboard, she displayed a mul-
tiple-choice question—and
four possible answers—on a
large screen in front of the
classroom: “Which of the fol-
lowing harvesting methods is
the least disruptive?”

Twenty students lifted their
arms, aimed a blue remote con-
trol at the wall, and pushed a
button as though they were
changing the channel on a tele-
vision. Seconds later, a bar
graph appeared on the screen
showing that 17 students picked
D, “selective cutting"—the cor-
rect answer.

“Good. . . . Now we'll see how
you're keeping up,” Trombino
said before giving them a ques-
tion from last week’s lecture.

College instructors increas-
ingly are using wireless “per-
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sonal response systems,”
known better as “clickers,” to
instantly find out whether stu-
dents are paying attention and
understanding the material.
The clickers also are used to
take attendance and adminis-
ter exams.

One company reports that

600 colleges nationwide are us-
ing the systems, double the
number from a year ago, while
another manufacturer says 705
campuses are hooked up to its
version. While some professors
have used them for several
years, the technology has taken
off in the last 18 months, ex-
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Angie Barone “clicks” her answer to a question during a class at the College of Lake County.

perts said.

Most popular in college lec-
ture halls, the clickers also are
in elementary and high school
classrooms, with about 5,000
schools wired with one compa-
ny's technology, according to
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